Speech of Pieter van Geel

at the closing of the Workshop on REACH Impact Assessments
· First of all, I would like to thank you, also on behalf of my colleague of Foreign Trade, Karien van Gennip, for your participation in the Workshop REACH Impact Assessments. 

· I also thank the chair, mr Terlouw and his co-chars mr Tummers and mr Schrakamp, for having done a good job in leading this Workshop.

· You worked very hard the past two and a half days in order to get a better understanding of the impact of REACH.
· We all know that in general it is very hard to assess costs and benefits of legislation.
· Somehow, I got the impression that in case of REACH it is not only hard to assess costs and benefits but almost impossible.

· The fact at least 40 attempts have been made to assess big or small parts of the impact seems to prove that.
· Nevertheless, you reached to conclusions and you were able to make a number of recommendations in order to reduce the foreseen costs and to enlarge the possible benefits of the implementation of REACH.

· Therefore, you really did help to make a step forward in the ongoing debate on REACH.
· Your conclusions and recommendations focus on four items that are also highlighted in the overview document, called ‘The impact on REACH’, that has been prepared on behalf of the Netherlands EU-presidency.

· These items: direct costs and indirect costs for the industry, impact of REACH on the society, competitiveness and innovation are of course of major importance.
· I am glad that you spent less time on the estimates of these costs en benefits and more time on how to reduce costs en enlarge benefits.

· Certain benefits are evident although it is not possible to quantify.

· Certain costs may become reality if no activities, that you well identified, are undertaken right now.

· And finally, certain direct costs are evident and quantified but are also to some extent, if we follow your recommendations, reducible.
· I hope that these results will end up in making REACH more efficient and less costly. 

· I know REACH is complicated and any modification of a complex system is complex in itself.

· The coherence should not be jeopardised and that is quite a challenge.

· Future will show whether or not modification of the REACH that will follow from your suggestions will be taken on board of the proposal.

· My colleague and I will bring the outcome of this Workshop to the attention of the European Commission and the Council of Ministers.
· At the beginning of this workshop you were challenged by my colleague of Foreign Trade, Karien van Gennip, to discuss with a free mind and come to conclusions and try to reach for recommendations with regard to the impact.
· You accepted the challenge and succeeded if  I have to judge on basis of the results of this Workshop.
· Thank You.
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